August 10, 2005 Meeting
The Annua M eeting of the congregation will be held on October 23 a 10:00 am. (Services will be

a 8:30am. and 11:00 am.)

The committee budget request forms are due back to the church treasurer by September 11.
M otion gpproved to hold one service at 10:30 am. on Stewardship Sunday, November 13. A

cookout will follow the service.
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September 4 - 16" Sunday After Pentecost

Tony Chapman, Il 8:30 Lector/Comm. Asst.
Shirley Roehrs 11:00 Lector/Comm. Asst.
Austin Westwood Acolyte
LoraSetzler Crucifer
Glenn & Jerry Whitesides Greeters
Bryan Derrick & Beth Sngetary Refreshments

September 11 - 17" Sunday After Pentecost

Tony Chapman, |1 8:30 Lector/Comm. Asst.
George SUmmer, Jr. 11:00 Lector
Virgnia Summer Acolyte
Will Binnicker Crucifer
Peggy Schumpert & Joye Senn Gregters
Bobby & Georgette Livingston Refreshments

September 18 - 18" Sunday After Pentecost

Tony Chapman, Il 8:30 Lector/Comm. Asst.
Glenn Whitesides 11:00 Lector
JessicaCole Acolyte
Vernon Kinard Crucifer
Ken & Shirley Roehrs Greeters
AVAILABLE Refreshments

September 25 - 19" Sunday After Pentecost
Tony Chapman, Il 8:30 Lector/Comm. Asst.
Kendy| Griffith

Alex Cole
Acolyte
Summers Binnicker
Cririfer
Peggy Schumpert & Belty Cummings Gregdeas

AnnalLeaGordon, Dot Amick, Pat Kelly Refreshments

Sept. 4 AVAILABLE
Sept. 11 Bobby & DebraWillingham
Sept. 18 AVAILABLE
Sept. 25 AVAILABLE

8:30 Worship Sunday Sch. 11:00
Worshi
July 3 58 55 111
July 10 - 51  (Combined) 159
July 17 47 58 108
July 24 54 58 138
July 31 40 52 102

Ave 8:30 Attendance = 39
Ave Sunday Sch. Attendance = 55
Ave 11:00 Attendance = 124

September 8:30 Services- September 4,11, 18. 25
Captain: Benji Westwood, Tony Chapman, |1

11:00 Communion - September 4 - First Sunday

Curtis Haltiwanger, John Hammond, Sonny Ringer,
Dogoett Whitaker, Chuck M inick, M ike Cousins, B.
L. Brown, Bobby Willingham

11:00 Non-Communion - September 11, 18, 25

Marcia Dinnnr. Rrvan nnrrir‘l(' Fd

Haltiwanger, D o u g

Whitesides "
i@
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Play ground Equipment for Sale (slide & climbing
tree) - Submit bids to the church office by Sept. 11.

g
b
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% Youth Group Meetings (Grades 3-12) - Our

monthly meetings will be on Sunday,

September 11 (instead of Sept.4). Below isthe :
schedule. All meetings will be held in the Youth
Hall. :

5:00-545p.m. Grades 3-5
5:45-6:00p.m. Snacks for grades 3-8
6:00-6:45p.m. Grades 6-8

6:45- 7:30 p.m.  Grades 9-12 followed by

Dutch Treat Supper

Sept. 17 5:00 p.m. Grades 9-12 Supper &
moviein Columbia

Sept. 18 4-6:00p.m. Grades 3-8 Activitiesin
FLC with snacks

Sept. 24 12:30 p.m. All Youth - Lutheran
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for the Friends of
the Newberry County Library book sale on Oct.
21-22. Bringyour used paperbacks, hardbacks,
reference books, children’s books, videotapes,
books on tape, music cassettes and cd's, puzzles,
and games to theformer  Lo-Rex buildingin the
Newberry Plaza Shopping Center on Wilson Road,
next to the Dollar Genera Sore, any Saturday
morning between 10 am. and noon from July —
October.

Sorry, we can't use out-of-date textbooks, old
ency clopedias, Reader’ s Digest condensed books,
Nationa Geographic, or other magazines.

If you are unable to take your books, contact

Verna Cavanaugh (276-2225) and she will collect
them for you.




Oktoberfest is scheduled for Saturday, October 1 in
downtown Newberry. Thisisthe4"year Redeemer will
have a booth with proceeds going to World Hunger. We
need baked goods wrapped for sde, e.g, cookies, pies,
cakes, cupcakes, candy, etc. brought to the Family Life
Center on Friday, September 30 between 9am.-1p.m.
Questions? Contact Edith Pikusat 364-3417 or Pat Kdly
a 276-1357.

will rehearse again on Sept. 4 and Sept. 11 & 7:00 p.m. in
the Choir Room in preparation for Lutheran Men's
Sunday, Sept. 18™.

Please send your current college address and teephone
number to the church office as soon as possible so we can
update our records.










Sqtarba 2005
CGllendar and Events

Redeemer will host basketball camp for
youth in grades 3-9 on September 10,
17, 24, and October 1 from 9:00 am.-
Noon. For moreinformation, contact
Huger Caughman, Jr. by September 7.







Do WE haveaspot for YOU!

We still need members for our Reading T utor
program at Boundary Street School. Sgn up
forms arein the narthex.

Also, our heartfdt thanks to last year’ s tutors:
Verna Cavanaugh, M argaret Collins, Betty
Cummings, Donna Franklin, Kendy| Griffith,
GayleLindley, Bobby Summer, Miriam
Willingham, and Pat Kedlly. Each one made a
differencein thelifeof a
child.

M acedonia Lutheran Church is again sponsoring a
team for the First Ladies Wak for Lifeon
October 1, 2005 a Finley Park in Columbia
Please come join usin our efforts to raise money
for breast cancer research and education. We will
provide transportation from three pick-up sites
and will have y ou back by lunch.

Thefeeis $20, which includes an event t-
shirt. If you arenot ableto wak with us but are
led to send adonation, you may makeyour check
pay ableto Pametto Hedth Foundation Walk for
Lifeand mail it to: Katie Haug, 361 Osprey

Pointe Lane, Prosperity, SC 29127. If you would
liketo join our team, please contact me at 364-
4687, 924-3628, or email me at

dicknkay @intergate.com.

Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary



September 8: Symposium: Ecumenica
Relationships, Seminary Campus. TheRev. Dr.
James Crumley, Jr. ‘51, TheRt. Rev. J. Nell
Alexander ‘80, Dr. Michadl J. Root and Dr.
David S Yeago. Lecture/Discussion._Evening
Worship Service, Christ Chapéd - TheRt. Rev. J.
Nell Alexander, Episcopa Bishop of Atlanda,
presiding and preaching.

18 July, 2005

Dear Faithful Friends,

I'm sorrythat you've not heard from me in such a long time and truly, | apologize. Many of you
know | had some health problems this past spring. | had to take two weeks’ medical leave after
Easter. Many tests were done with the results being - I'm healthy. However, the instructions were
either | change my lifestyle or the pre-heart attack symptoms will become a heart attack!

The time away for medical leave gave me time for praying and reflecting. Whatdecision would
need to be made? What lifestyle changes needed to take place? My work load and the constant
stress from the heat/humidityneed to change. After returning, | decided thatmyChristian Education
work will only constitute 50% of my time with the other half of mytime dedicated to parish work. As
of May, I'm officially the acting pastor of the five churches Iwas helping outin previously. | now have
someone in the office who handles mostofthe day-to-daywork of Christian Education. | still handle
major issues, decisions and all administration, but much of the day-to-day work is now handled by
a part-time assistantand volunteers. The work as parish pastoris whatkeeps me going. It's where
myheartis as well as myoriginal call. The challenge was:how do | properlyministerto five churches
when [ am only able to devote 50% of mytime to the parish? The solution is that St. Michael Parish
is the first to have a paid, part-time parish worker in nearly forty years. She does visitations and
conducts services attwo of the churches when | cannot be there. The last paid and trained parish
workers in the Lutheran Church in Guyana ministered back in the 1960’s when there were nineteen
lay catechists. It worked out well, but that system was eliminated due to lack of funds, and the
pastors took on all the work. Since then, the handful of pastors serving the forty-eight churches
throughout the country have been extremely overworked. Having a parish worker takes a lot off me
and seems to be an answer for our parish-one that has pleased many folk.

The lastdecision | made | continue to struggle with. The heatand humidity was one ofthe main
reasons lwas so physicallydrained. Either | had to leave Guyana or find a wayto better deal with this
climate. For whatever reason, my house is about the hottest parsonage in Guyana. Even the
Guyanese pastors have a difficulttime coping with the temperatures in my house! So abouta month



ago, ldecidedto install air conditioning in half of my house. Instead of daytime temperatures being
98-100 humid degrees in myhome, it's now a comfortable to 80-83 degrees. Inoticed a difference
immediately in my physical and mental health!

The decision to do this was difficultas how could ljustifyliving as amissionaryin a country, in an air-
conditioned house, where there are few who have it, and the majority of people can hardly afford
basicelectricity. 1discussed mydilemma with some of the church leaders who convinced me to do
it. Theythoughtit was much better for me to install AC and stayin Guyanainstead of packing up and
returning to the US. Leaving Guyanawould mean five churches would have no pastor and forty-eight
churches would have no director of education. Morallyright, orwrong, this is the decision Imade and
am now living with.

Once again, Ithank you for your continued prayers and support. Blessings to each of you as you
continue to enjoythe summer season.

Yours sincerelyin Christ,
Judy McGuire

Back to the "good ol’ days?" Well, no time soon. But you hear it everywhere, this nostalgic longing
for the days of stronger family and community ties, less crime and better job security. And it spills
over into the Church. "Why can’t things be like they were when | was growing up?” Well, it's no
longer 1938 or 1958 or even 1978. Time marches on, changes, and so do the needs we are
called to minister to. Unfortunately, frightfully ahead of anything we can manage. And those needs
seem to far outstrip our meager resources. Extended family systems, mill jobs and many small
business opportunities have all but disappeared; economic development has stagnated. More
people are asking for assistance from congregations than our forbearers could have imagined
(or would have tolerated).

Working mothers tax the abilities of volunteer programs like Sunday School and children’s groups
to offer attractive activities. Fewer and fewer young people return to their home congregations after
graduation, and often those who do tend to drop out of worship anyway, many never to return.
Stewardship seems to be a moot point with many people——even some young adults with decent
jobs and respectable incomes have never made a regular contribution. And more and more,
commitmentis a dirty word.

Needless to say, we feel the pinch at Lutheran Church of the Redeemer. But if we, ranked 31* in
terms of Synodical apportionate share giving and 4th in terms of special giving, feel strapped, can
you imagine how some of our smaller congregations are feeling? Itis not an easytime to be the
institutional church. Little wonder people long for a simpler easier time. But was there ever such a
thing?

An article published in The Christian Century, "Practicing for the 21* Century," may point to the
root cause of our dis-ease in late 20" century America. The author, Anthony B. Robinson, quotes
a book on Chicago in the 1950's, The Lost City. "We tend to want the benefits of community
without its costs. “We want the safe streets, the friendly grocers, and the milk and cookies, while
blotting out the political bosses, the tyrannical headmasters, the inflexible rules, and the lectures
on being 100% American and the sinfulness of dissent.” So too in the Church. We want



community, but notifit means a limitation on our choices and freedoms. But those are precisely
the costs associated with community. We can no longer worship at the altar of unlimited choice.
And somebodyis in charge. ‘Every dream we have about re-creating community in the absence of
authority will turn outto be a pipe dream in the end."”

And that's it exactlyisn’tit? People want the security, the familiarity, the community of the 50's
without the lack of personal choice, the strict social norms, the rigid expectations that made such
security possible. Political liberty of self-determination has been misinterpreted as personal
liberty to do as we please. The current break-up of society, the current mistrust and lack of respect
for authority all stem from humanity's in-born sinfulness—this selfish need to turn inward, to
grasp after our own survival turning away from God and others, retreating ever deeper within our
depleted selves.

Nowhere has this been greater evidence than in congregations’ support of national church body
ministries. With Methodists, Presbyterians, Episcopalians, and Lutherans the storyis the same:
giving on the national and regional levels is way down while individual congregational income is
roughly the same. Why? People no longer trust authority. People no longer believe that Chicago,
or even Columbia, has the best interest of the Church at heart and so theywould rather send their
moneys locally. Now that doesn’t necessarily sound bad, but you see where it's going. How long
will it be before individual members within these congregations feel they, rather than their parish
council, or even the annual congregational meeting, need to decide where and how their money
Is spent? Unified congregation budgets may soon be a thing of the past.

Likewise, church discipline no longer matters. If the institutional church is not trusted in financial
matters, do you really believe it can be trusted in salvific matter? More and more the answer is no.
The average American still sees him/herself as a believer, but a believer in a do-it-yourself type
religion, one where you may couple the personal commitment and individualism of a Southern
Baptist with the transcendental meditation of a Buddhist. Even as we are moving toward a society
where you no longer need to report to a physical office to do your work (with personal computers,
fax machines, voice mail, pagers, etc.) You may no longer need to come to physical church to
"worship." In fact, itis shocking to hear how many sincere Christians already believe this!

And those who still come often aren’ttoo concerned about what the "Preacher” has to say about
their personal lives. He’s just another archaic authority figure, much like the school board or the
county council member who's really out of touch with your reality. And what would the threat of
excommunication really mean when, even if you did take it seriously you could simplyjoin another
church down the street! And if someone is willing to submit to the authority of the Scripture, then it
is only as they interpret it for themselves. Now don’t get me wrong. Some people are still willing to
allow the pastor to "run" the church: to make the executive decisions to pray for (i.e., in the place
of) them, to recruit new members, to see that things rock along smoothly, etc. One commentator
has called this pervasive attitude "let clerical George do it." The problem is, no one can be a
Christian by proxy. Nor can we be Christians without each other together as the Church.

Butin an increasingly fragmented age, where cultural gurus and icons still tell us to look inward
(where we onlyfind even more uncertainty and questions), where no one is willing to sacrifice
freedom or trusta common authority, is it even possible to still be "church™? Whatis the Church
becoming? Well--to paraphrase St. Paul-—we do not yet see what we shall be. We truly do not



know what the Church of the 21* century will look like. We are in transition now, and change,
especially worthwhile change, is usually difficult and uncomfortable.

However, we cannot be like the Israelites in the wilderness. We cannot be faithful in our
pilgrimage and long for the cucumbers and melons, the leeks and onions and the flesh pots of
Egypt. It will not be back to the future, but we are nonetheless in the company of a God who
promises to go with us and before us and behind us. And that’s never a bad place to
be—regardless of our comfort level.

But what do we do in the meantime? Well first and foremost we need to repent—repent of the
selfishness and self-centeredness that continues to isolate us from one another and the
Lordship of Christ. As believers we are still sinners, butredeemed sinners saved for a purpose.
That purpose is loving and sernving God and the neighbor. As a society, we also need to realize
that absolute individual freedom is anarchy;, we need some concept of individual sacrifice for the
common good—that | am my brother’s keeper. Structured society necessarily requires authority
beyond the individual.

Our current cultural situation is not utter darkness; the presentis not hopeless, butit may be
more shadowed than we might like to imagine. Or to quote the late Dr. Bedenbaugh quoting the
late Dr. Luther: "... we think that faith brings light, but we find only more darkness. Butin that
darkness sits the Christ." Do not long for a past that never really was. Yesterday had its own
problems. We have a future with and in Christthatis much fuller and richer than we either can
imagine or deserve.

Joyin the journey as we struggle together,



M any of you are awvare of the contentious issues related to homosexudity that faced the nationa assembly of our
denomination. | genuinely feared that the nationa church might be fractured with the more conservative congregetions
and synods forming a new national body. Fortunately (or should | say providentidly?) that has not happened. The
nationa assembly voted (with alarger margn than thenationa mediawould lead y ou to believe) to maintain thecurrent
standards for clergy and not to endorse any type of same-sex union ceremonies (i.e., gay marriages). This means that
"The Visions and Expectations’ document still has full legislative forcein the ELCA. This means that al unmarried
clergy areexpectedtobeand remain cdibate. o, a least officidly, no practicinghomosexud isto beordained asapastor
inthe ELCA. Thereare synods that choose to look the other way, but they do so clearly against officia church wide

policy.

| believe our nationa church dodged the bullet. This doesn® mean the issue will go away. Remember, the dreaded
"Satement on Human Sexuality” is dueout in less that twoyearsandit promisestobeequaly contentious. Why al the
controversy ? It goes far bey ond our comfort level with issues of sexudity. It isredly an authority problem. ( See my
other current article, "Back to the Good Old Days.") Last Sunday (8/21) we heardintheGospe reading that Peter and
the Apostles were given the authority of bindingand losing (i.e., declaringwhat is not alowed and what is permissible
for faithful living). Where does that authority lie now? M ost protestant believers might argue with the individud, as
M artin Luther declared each believer ishis/her own priest before God for our only mediator is Christ. The problem here



isthat it can degenerateinto radica individualism that Luther could not have foreseen or Jesusintended. As Christians
we arein this messy lifeof choosingbetween sinful options together. Baptism saves by joining us to Christ®body the
Churchwherearetaught, nourished and forgiven. We need oneanot her becauseweneed the Church. Asmany of theearly
Church Fathersdeclared, "If God is your Father and Christ is truly your Brother, then the Churchisyour M other. For
itisat her bresst that y outakenourishment of God®grace through Word and sacrament.” And it is so--takethat al you
whofed "closer" to God on the lake or beach or mountaintop or golf course! Theofficeof thekey sand power of binding
andlosinghastorest withintheChurchfor hersis the apostolic ministry entrusted to thefirst Apostles. But what does
that mean when we do not have astrict magsterium like the Church of Rome? There are many, even within our own
denomination, who would argue that this means we must listen to the voice of the individua as never before. The
contemporary experience of the individud believer is placed on par with the Holy Scripture and the consensus of the
faithful downthrough theages as carried by thetraditiona teachings of the Church. Should that be? | mean, areweredly
al that more sophisticated and wiser than the saints who preceded us?

| think we can be very thankful for theway the votingwent at the nationa assembly, but theissueis far from settled.
Thenationa church (and that includes us) would do well to heed thewarningof theeminent German Lutheran theologian,
Wolfhart Pannenberg;

Whoever pressuresthechurchto ater thenormativeness of its teaching with regard to homosexuality must be aware
that person promotes schismwithinthelarger Church. For achurch that would permit itself to be pressed to no longer
recognize homosexud activity as a deviation from the biblical norm and to recognize homosexud partnerships
aongsidemarriage, such a church would no longer be based on the foundation of Scripture, but rather, inopposition
to its unanimous witness. A church that moves in such adirection would therefore have ceased being an evangdlical
church followingin the steps of the Lutheran Reformation.

Pannenberg as translated and quoted by The Rev. Dr. Karl Donfried of Smith College, Northampton, Mass.

Lay folk and parish pastors aike need to be voca ininsistingthat our church be faithful to the biblical witness and the
greater Christian Tradition. Homosexud activity is no greater sin than any other, but it is still sin, adeviation from our
Creator®good intentions for his creation. That does not mean that we cannot reach out with love and compassion to
those trapped in/by such alifestyle--we aredl forgven sinners. And yet, we dare not change the Church®teaching on
holy livingto suit our current cultura whims, however enlightened we might think they are. You see, this debate isnot
just for theseminary theologans, and certainly not just for the liberd-minded ELCA bureaucrats, but for al of usasthe
ELCA and astheChurchof Christ inthistimeand placeaswestriveto be faithful to what has been handed down to us.



